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 Bloudy murthers committed by the hook of fr ths 
Fites ( alias Fitz) a Denonſhire Knie dom coe 8 


ſeuerall men : and laſtly to make vp the trugedis, vp 
on himiſelfe al fo, at Twicknam nine Myles 2 Lon 
| YM the ſeuenth of Anguſt laſt,1 605. 


5 N Douth Tauiſtocke, an anci⸗ 
2 1 8 ent plate in Deuonſhire diſtant 
Strom Plimmouth ſame tonne 
miles, dwelt a wozſhipful gen 
[>> fleman, called Paiſter res, 
who haying long time beene 
NY Imarrie! without any childzen, 
NV 2. had at length, ko ableſſing to 
7. bis expectation,a Son: whom 
after he had bꝛought vp in laudable rudiments, as wel 
beſemed a carefull father, as it his aged peares hadus 
ſeene the hope of his owne poſteritie, he perfozmed the 
courſe of Nature, leauing large poſſeſſions to his yong 
heir, (being as yet in his Pinoritie) of whõ 
hoped nothing but a fruitfull ripenes,of ſo towaxt 24 
ſpꝛingall, his comelineſſe of perſonage i "with 
his yeares,M1d his deſcretion with his | erſonage: bee 
was in his nonage a Ward vnto fit Arthur Gorge, a 
wo2thipfyllknight. And one that tendered —_ 
god of the child, then his owne pꝛiuate pꝛaſit. Ye tan 
to wife the daughter of fir William Courtney, a manne 
gratſt with al perfection of an honorable mind; A man 
Houing his countrey, and foz his wozthy carriage, iuſt⸗ 
ly beloued of his countrep: neither did this his fayze 
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ther, of whoſe pꝛaile (ſince vertnechiefly commendeth 
it ſelfe) J cannot ſufficiently ſpeake neither in ſetting 
foꝛth of it, can J be deemed partial, ſince her deſerts exs ⸗ 
ted the meaſure of partialitie : fo2 as the was a modeſt 
maiden, fo being married ſhe gaue euident p2ofes of a 
vertuous wife. But her yong huſband fir Lohn (althogh 
not then knighted) little regarding the happines of fo 
rare a bedfellow, followed ſuch erro2s as youth coun⸗ 
telled, and follie led him into, truth it is, ik his actions 
had bene equally agreeable to his perſon, 02 his gifts 
ofmind, as plentifully beſtowed, as the naturall fing-" 
aments of his bodie he had bene the compleat mirrour 
of an accompliſht Gentleman. 100 
oo But it is commonly ſene, where God indueth us 
ö with moze ſpeciall tokens of fauour, we by our owuine 
I pꝛoneſſe to vicious iniquity, deface his image, and e- 
uermoꝛe indeuoꝛ to pollute his benefits with our wick⸗ 
ed tranſgrellions: It was well ſaide: OTE 

18 Turpibus as pratis imitandit 
aAhciles cmnes ſum, | 18 
I. This was too truly verified in ſir John Fites, who: 
| | a while after fell into the carcleſſe race of a diſſolute 


life. and although by the often inſtigatian of his ten⸗ 

der Harted wife, he was many times withdzawne 
krom ſundꝛy temptations of lewd retainers, vet had 
not the countenance ok his better friends, and theyz. 

friendly perlwaſion counſatled him, doubtleſſe hee 
had kallen into miſfoꝛtune, ere miſfoꝛtune had berne 
ready fo2 his fall. Many friends and wel⸗willers he 
had, whoſe account might ok right challenge the rauche 

of gentility and reputation. J. 

Amongſt many, to (whom in the linkes ok perfect 5 
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kriendchippe, he was ingaged) one Gentleman moſte 
eſpectally in all rightes of loue, and reguarde, tende⸗ 
red him, (and as it ſeemed ) was muche of hym a⸗ 
gayne reſpecked, his name was Maiſter Slanning, 
a wo2ſhipfull Eſquire and a pꝛoper Gentlemanne, 
of godly lining, and deſerued credits, of whome moſt 
menne coulde but ſpeake well, ſince of all menne he 
was generally reputed wiſe, and courteous. Thys 
Gentleman euer inwardlpe affeced Dir Iohn Fites, 
ſo that the Countrey noted them, fo firme and mutual 


loue to be vnfaineo friendes, and ſo indeede they were 
vntill miſhap (euer fatall fo ſir Iohn his pꝛoctedings) 


croſſed their affectionat aſlociatiõ with this miſchance. 
Peting on a time at Tauiſtocke (nere which Dir 
Iohn dwelte) at dinner wyth manie of theyz neigh⸗ 
bozs and friendes, with great varietie of merriments, 
and diſcourſe,they out ſtript the non⸗tide: amongſt os 
ther their table talk, fir Iohn was vanting his free Te⸗ 
nure in holding his lande, boaſting that he helde not 
a fote of any but the Qutene in Englande; to whome 
Mapſter Shnninge replyed, that although of courteſie 
it were nealeced pet of dewe and common ryghte, 
her was to pape him ſo muche by the prere fo2 ſome 
ſmall K ande helde of him, the rente being by reaſonne 
of kriendſhippe long time intermitted. Appon whiche 
wo2des, Sir Tohn {grounding his occaſion vpon chol- 


ler, and heating that eholer with diſdain and pꝛide) told 


him with a great oath, he lyed : and withall, gaue ſu⸗ 
ell to his rage, and reines ofſpight, tothe vniuſtnes of 
his anger, offering to fab hun. 1 2D 
But Maiſter Slanning, who was knowne fo bee a. 
man ofnoleſſe-courage, and moze taurteſpe, unc 
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greatknife that he had, warded the hazard of ſuche 
thzeatnings. vpon which grew both multiplication ot 
wozads, and increaſeofhatredon both ſides ; vntill br 
the fay2e mediation of their friends then p2eſent, they. 
were acco2ded to a fained reconcilation : ſo that in 
bꝛiefe, acter a while, M aiſter Slanning pzinately with 
{ his man departed homewards. CR Chas 
1 Long had he not ridden, but commaunding his man 
32 to walke downe his hozſes in ths way, hunſelfe the 
whiles taking the greene fields fo2 his moze contented. 
walke,: he might beholde Sir Iohn Fires with foure 
i moze galloping amaine after him. Which fight, as 
i itt could not but b:&de ſuſpition, ſo could it not buf 2 
be a great amazement to Paiffer Slanuing, Who lite 
| «i thought on the deſperate plot of ſo vicious a minded: > 


| Sirlohn no ſonet dꝛew nerre him, but Maiſter Slan- 
| ning aſſuring himſelfe of his purpoſed malice, and moſt - 
1 malicious dꝛift, aſked him the occaſion ofhis comming: 
| to whom Sir lohn (in the rude language of ſcozne and 
w2ath) made anſwere, he would now reuenge him⸗ 
. ſelfe fo2 his diſgrace, and ſo at once they fell all vpon 
| 8 him, who with as determinate a reſolution defended: 
| himſelfe, being indeed a man of an vndaunted ſpirit. 
1 * And ſering befo2e his face ſhame impudent, and hope. * 
of lifes ſecuxitie, altogether deſperate, he with as bolde 
as a wounded dying man, ſtode vpon the 
guarde of his owne ableneſſe, while Sir John being i 
pꝛickt on by the bloudy vꝛging of one Croſſe his man, 
grew tobe hardned in his butchery : ſo that one com⸗ 
ming behind Maiſter Slanning with a blow, (guided by” 
the hand of a villaines hart) ſtrake him on the head, 
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whofalling and ſtagering backward, was by ſir John 
run though the body, leauing his liueleſſe carkaſſe 
a monumente of ferro2s, to affrighte the guyltye 
conſcyences of vnmercikull homicides: but as the one 
is halfeninge to the graue, fo is the other making 
p2eparafton fo2 flighte fo eſcape death, net ſhame. 

Great was the lamentation that the countrey made 
foz the death of ſo beloued a Gentlemanne as Maiſter 
Slanninge was. As fo2 Sir Iohn, he ſone gotte hym⸗ 
ſelfe away, leauing the fulmouth!; d repoꝛt of infamous 
rumour, to rumour abzoade, the repozte of ſo infa- 
mous a deed : but as foꝛ his wife and mother, vertu⸗ 
tuons Gentlewomen / the toꝛmente ofthey2 ſoꝛrowe, 
is eaſter to be imagined then felt : who in the anguiſh 
of theyꝛ griefes did pennance foꝛ his raſheneſſe, and in 
the zeale of their pꝛaiers e foz his harty contri⸗ 
tion. | 

He foꝛ the ſpaceof a yeare, 02nere there abduts w⸗ 
ued in Fraunce, of whoſe carriage there it is to bee 
toniectured that it was noe otherwiſe then indifferent, 
pet can J not excuſe him in this his erile foꝛ a penni⸗ 
tente conuertyte, howſoeuer the UWozld generallye 
deemed the belt: But in his abſence, the god Gentle⸗ 
womanne ledde a widdowed lyfe , and by as manpe 
meanes as the pꝛocuremente of her woꝛthye friendes 
coulde effec, oꝛ her owne induftrye labour, her gotfe 
ſome hope ot a pꝛomiſed pardon, vppon which after a 
twelue months abſence Sir lohn returned home, with 
aſeminge likelihode of repentant ſozrow' fo2 his foꝛ⸗ 
mer miſdeede, ſheweinge oatwardely euident pꝛomi⸗ 
ſes of new reloꝛmation and amendmente,as ſceming a 
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The bloudie 


detter hopes to come. | 
In this meane time he hadpzocur*d rozhys moze | 
quiet contente, at eaſte a repꝛiuall if not a. pardon, 
but with this pꝛouiſo, of his god behauiour euer after, 
There a while he liued weltommed ok all, curteons: to: 
all, and therefo2e of all welbeloued: but as it is com⸗ 
monly leene, a man naturally hardned in ill, can hard 
ly amende his deſo2mity of wickednes with tunninge 
ok diſſembling pꝛetended glolle, ſo afterward chaunced 2 
with this manne, who in continuance ot time, did not 


onely p2oceede in vnlawfull courſes of abuſe, but 
would oftentimes alo2y in his fo2mer execrable fact, PE 
and being now in a manner pꝛeſt in thehigh-way of © 


all abhomination, he beganne to rote his thoughtess 
to plotte nothinge but miſchieke, inſomurh as firffe, he 


by little and little lothed his lawful bed (a manifeſt ar⸗ 2 
gument of a vitious mind) turning his pleaſures to. 


tawleſſe deſires, nepther could the ſweet remembzanee 
ofhis wines earneſt affection, withdzaw him from con- 1 
ſoꝛting hunlelfe with loſe pꝛodigals. 

Alamentable ſight it was to ſ& a man of his rancke, E 
place, and calling, tobeſo vainly carried away with  : 


lollowing the depzaned humours of lighte companpe: 3 
nepther coulde the intreatie of Freendes, the per- -* 


ſwaſion ofhis allies, the counſell of his wel-wiſhers _ 
no2 the common ſcandall of the wozlde, make: hm 
bluſh at his owne follyes. Strange it was that a man 
being ſo fazwarned, ſhoulde not be fozearmed, foz his 
owne harmes coulde not make him beware, nepther 
couide the greatnefſe of Gods fauour ſhewed to hym, 
enloꝛce him to conſider the fouleneſſe of his fozmer_of- 
kences detecatlan. and confozme his alter age ts a. 


. . 
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moꝛe ſerious meditation of the infinite beneſites beſto⸗ 
N vppon bim, but the longer he lyued, the woꝛſe he 
iued. 

At what time his excellent Maieſty our King, (after 
his coꝛonation,) was pleaſed to honour our Englich 
Gentlemenne with that aunciente rewarde ok true 
deſertes, wozthy Unighthode, it likewyſe pleaſed 
his Royall Grace amongeſt manye of all Shepres 
throughout hes Realme, to inueſt in that oꝛder thys 
Sy2 lohn Fites, who bader thys title bf honour thoght 
to maſkehis deds of vice, and with the verie ſounds 
ofKnighte, to boulſter out the community of hys ry- 
ots: inſomuche as whereas befoze hee was fozwarde, 
he was now both fozward,and bold: fozwarde fo at- 
tempte, bolde to iuſtifpe, anye vniuſte wꝛong that his 
loſe behautour ſhould vnder⸗goe. Nowe beganne hee 
to thinke that the woꝛlde ſhoulde winke at his impie⸗ 
ties, his credit and knight-hode was a ſufficient p2i- 
uiledge, Now began he to entertaine into his ſocietp, 
(as aſſotiates) men both of diſſolute and deſperate foz- 
tunes, amongſt whome was one (as ring-leader to 
the reachleſſe confent of his pampered deſires) named 
commonly Luſty Iacke, one whoſe dedes were indeede 
meane, whoſe god qualitteg,alfogether none: but fo: 
that as many know him; know hun without defcripti- 
on, the ſequell ſhall tefifle the honeſtie of his conuerſa⸗ 
tion. 


This luſty Koyfeer being by fir John eaſily accepted, 
and foꝛ a moꝛe ſpectall grace that he had in doing ill, 
admitted into his ſociety, ſunck ſo farre into his liking 
as that he was not himſelfe without his companion: 


Feng as that the Towne of Tauiſtocke, though o⸗ 
3 25 ys ther⸗ 
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| = therwiſe o2derly gouerned with ſob2iefy, and wiſe⸗ 
dome of graue Pagiſtrates, was thereby infected with 
| the beaſtely cozruption of dꝛunkenneſſe, Sir lohn bs 
j his owne inclination apte, and by his retained cope. 
0 mates v2ged, pezſeuered euermoze, to run head⸗ long 
1 into ſuch enoꝛmities, as their ſenſuality and pleaſures 
intlined vnto, ſpendinge their time in riotous lurfet? 
tinge and in all abhommable dzunkennelſle: beeingg 
dꝛunke they blaſpheme and [weare, and in this their i 
[1 blaſphemy ,they teare the diuine name ok their almigh⸗ 
ty Creato2 into a thouſand preces, neither regardinge 
1 hope of redemptisn, oꝛ dꝛeading feare of damnation, 
} puluckinge men by night out of their bgddes, violently - 2 
bꝛeaking Windowes, quarrelling with Ale⸗conners, 

| fighting in pꝛiuate b2ables amongſt themſelues: all 
1 which hazard, (either of particular daungers, 92 com- 
mon courſe of Lawe ) coulde not moue Sir John o 
bꝛeake off his diſoꝛdered route, but when they had a⸗ 
1 baſed the towneſmen and diſturbed their neighbotirs;. = 
1 Sir lohns owne houſe was their ſanctuary oꝛ recepta⸗- 
1 cle to cloake thetr out-rages : fo as it ſeemed, they ly- 
nedas in time of olde the common Dutlawes of this 
[ TH Land did, neither wozſhipping God noz honourings =? 
1 * but wholye ſubiecte to they: Contentes a⸗ 
11 ö one. | eee 
1% In uch like intollerable courſes of abuſe, beyonde © 
18 vertue, oꝛ gentility, did Sir loha euer with his accom-  -- 
' plices, in all his diſo2ders ſpend his time, little Tuby- = 
_ Ia ing to benefitehis Countrey, by beeinge a profitable 
1 member ofthe Common-weale, 02 little reckoning to 
be a god ſubiede, by obſeruinge the peaccable ſtatutes 
his Pance,but continuing dailp to increaſe the mul⸗⸗ 
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titude of ati ciats, he ſaid with the Poet. 


Wi um vino . cum blandss lauta pyellis, 
Se placet, bacecho prodiga tundta Vena. 0 


Wins and women bꝛing moſt men to perdition, foz 
one is ineuitablie awayted by the other, that a rop⸗ 
inge dꝛunkarde is moſte commonlp noted foꝛ an in⸗ 
tontinente letcher. This was not falſifyed in Sp2 
. JohnFices, who ſo wholye addicted hunſelfe to all de- 
teltable and vicious defamations, that it ſhamed him 
not (after his deſtemperatures abꝛoade) to bzinge 
queanes home with him, not eſteeminge the p2ectous 
modeſtie ot his wiues bedde, and the chaſt deſertes of 
ſo vertuous a Ladpe, who herreafter mape verye well 
N as à rare patterne to all wiues, (that are vnbleſte 


in hauing ſuche. buſbandes) how to carry themſelues 
with humility, and winke af it with patience. Do did 


this Lady, untill hec vathankefull huſbande, glutted 
in his owne luſte, thoughte her verye pꝛeſence to bee 
an obſtacle, and barre to vpbꝛaid his incontinence: foz 
which cauſe (without cauſe) he beganne to fall info di- 
flike with her, and at length, woulde neyther vouche⸗ 
ſafe her maintenance, oꝛ houſe-rome, but with wozds 
of diſgrace turned her out ol does, not leaning her at⸗ 
tender byany to conduct her. 

In this plighte of diſtreſte, the verfuous Ladye 
te. and by experience hauinge hadde to firme a 
SF — * he miſery of ſuche a badde hulbande) toulde 

not but thinke hex ſelfe vnhappy, howſoeuer inderde 

thee in thi e was bleſt; ; oz by 28 means 25 
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his ftcame of wine, had bene likely to haue offced vn; 
to her. Jab2xfe, being thus lefte to her miſfoztunes, 
thee returned to her woꝛthie Father, who with muche 
iop, receiued his diſtreſſed Daughter, with a younge | 
daughter ok hers alſo :ſo that herein thee was mole 
foztunate, that ſhee was ſafe, where ſhee might hears 

1 ok her Unightes outrages, but not indure them. 

1 This Lady being by him in this wiſe turn d awaye, 

4 he nowe knewe himſelke to bee the onely Maiſter of 
himſelte, and mighte as hee thought nowe bes im: 
boldened to followe his owne loſeneſſe. . Howe was 

his owne houſe without contradiction, oz controlment, 
open to his aTaciates, where nowe (they pleaſe) 
they may erreite a little Conunon-wealthe ol ma- 
nye iniquitpes, and muche imputation. Mis purſe "7 
they abuſed, his godes they conſumed, and of. his 
perſonne they made a ſtale to their miidemeanozs:; 
All feared hun, fewe loued him, neyther was his 


= wozthippe as muche to bee reuerenced, as his lewd 
1 manners to be abhozred : foz continuinge and ini = 
| ſtinge in his licentions, and odious courſes, not long 


heatof his olde diſo2der, he, (being backt by his retai⸗ 

mers) ſellout with an Officer of the towne, and after 

| BY th many repꝛochfull woꝛds and vpbꝛaidings that he 

1 reuiled him withall, fozgetting both himſelfe, the per © 
ſonne, and the place, he with many blowes of his dag 

ger, broke his head in ſuch ſoꝛt, as the man being car- 


1 befo:e his comminge towardes London, beinge in the 
vs 
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if ried home, and laide in his bedde, it was greately fe- 
1 red, that he conld not eſcape death: which had it hap- 
AY ned, queſtioneleſſe it had not onely beene a great p2e- 


indice, but alſo indangering to Sir Iohn his 9wne — | 
FN ws 


who alter ian deeds, was ſs farre wow doubting the 


woꝛſte, as that hee littie regardinge the hatred of his 
acte, ſtoutty perſeuered in the actuſtimation ot his foꝛ⸗ 


mer bꝛeaches of all commendable carriage. But it is 
euermoꝛe notable, that men oner whõ ſin hath greater 
pꝛedominance, are reſerned foz moꝛe ſpeciall miſfoz- 
tunes, vntill at laſt being oner-ripened, they fall by 
their owne rottennes, which on this wile happened 
fo Sir Iohn Fites, 

Maiſter Slanning after his deathe lefte behinde him 


foꝛ pledges of GD D S blellinges towarde him, two 
ſonnes, and one daughter, his heyze being in ward to a 


Knighte of that Country of god account and credite, 


whiche heire of Maiſter Slanninges, beeinge come to 
peares of diſcretion, vppon aggreeuances of his Fa- 


thers deathe, being, (as iuſte reaſonne was) loathe 
ib ſell his deere Fathers bloude, and bearinge a minde 
do reuenge himſelle by courſe of righte, and Lawe, vp⸗ 
pon the butcher or his Fathers life: knowing that Sir 
John had but a tonditionall and no ſpeciall pardonne, 
(as Dy2 John himſelfe gaue fooꝛthe and fallly blinded 
the woꝛlde withall) vſed meanes foz his attachement, 


either to pꝛocure better meanes, oꝛ anſwer the pꝛocee⸗ 


dings ok Juſtice in that caſe pꝛouided. 
This being heard ol Dir Iohn, who amidſt his riots 
little dꝛeamed on any ſuch incumbꝛance, it dꝛaue him 
to diuers ſhiffes, but being well befriended, ik his car- 
riage had bin ſuch to haue deſerued their friendthippes 
who indeed were his friends, he hauing now no hopes, 


but ſuch as relay vpon their credite, foꝛ his owne dil⸗ 
charge was d2iven to conſider better of the vneuen 


race of his life palt, aCuriage hunfeife that be was be- 
„ tame 
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tome to the woꝛlde fo rediculous, in himſelfe fo faultie/, 
of his owe ablenes ſo inſufficient to accomplithe his 
deſires, that if he coulde not pꝛacure a newe and abſo?: 
lute Pardon, the olde offence of his being laide to his 2 
charge, and his riots ſince, likely to bee agranated by 
the vulgar knowledge of the whole Countrey, if wold 
ſurely putte, not onely his reputation, bat alſo his life 
in double ieopardy : Theſe reaſonnes well confidered, 
feare, not ſhame, made him halten ſome other courſe 2 
to be pꝛeſently thoughte on, and in ſome meaſure to be?ꝰ⸗ 
ware ok perrilles to come, though ſcarſerepent his miſs 
derdes pak. 9 8 — >= 
I Oderunt peccare mali formidine peng, 
doubt of trouble, not hartpe contrition, paicketh the 
Ulicked fo avopde further lapies, when as the Loue 


of vertue maketh the vertuons abſtaine fromdoinge 2 
. — 
Do Dix John, ſeeing how by his inoꝛdinate diſoz⸗ 


rom his wife, wedded himſelfe to wilfult obſtinacie, 
abuſed his neighbours, murthered his kriende con⸗ 4 
ſozted himſelfe with villaines, and cauſed -himſelfo 2 
to bee lo odious, as his life was nowe in newe daun-⸗ 
ger, hee nowe thoughte it behaoued him to make - * 
friendes, and to that intent he poſted toward London, 
where by the way, continuall furies tozmenting his 
guilty minde) ere he came to his hopes, hee ended his 
life. Fo2 in this idurnping towardes London an acci- 
dent of great ruth aud pitty hapned in this lamentable- © 
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bolt. Hir ſobn parboping euen in deſpight or his tone 
witaguilty coſciencein agrened bart enen as he rode | 
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by the u way, oitemy ranne burt © che whale FIR of bla 
foꝛmer euill life: and neuer till now did he beginne to 
ballance his owne raſheneſſe and to conſider the rea- 
ſon ol his intendediourney; which feares of his nowe 
vdoubting leaſt that wo2thy Gentlemanne his Father 
in law, v2ged hy the wꝛanges done to his Daughter, 
would not oneip deny him his befcienving fauour, but 
alſo be à playn tife againſt his inoꝛdinat courſe of life, 
(though grounded vppon ns certainety but the guilti⸗ 
nes ot his owne conceit) he began to fall into a deſpe- 
rate kind of lunacie, as by the ſequell of his deteſtable 
deede it plainely appeared. Foz haftening towarves 
London, he appointed his foteman to mete him by the 
way, who enquiring as hee went foꝛ his Maiſter, met 
him by happe at Kingſtone vppon Thames, where hee 
allighted into his Inne, and hauing ſupped (as his 02- 
der was) her ſone betoke himſelfe to his bedde: but 
as a manne that hathe committed fome notoꝛi⸗ 
ous and memozable cryme, beeinge followed by the 
Countrep, flieth into a large vaſt houſe, and hideth 
himſelle, at euery creake of the winde feareth the en⸗ 
trante of ſome ſearcher,o2 at enerye ffirre ofa ratte 
doubteth the attachment of ſome officer, even ſo Sir 
Iohn, hauing commited the crime of murther, and riot, 
and flying into the ſanctuary of a diſpearſed and moleſ⸗ 
ted mind, was amidſt his quiet followed and affrigh- 
ted, by the officers of vengeance, guilt, and terroꝛ. In 
his d2eames hee muttered fearefull Wozdes, grie⸗ 
3 uous ſighes, and dep-fetcht grones: moſt fearful were 
phis viſions, and ſo terrible vnts him, that where hee 
8 layein reſte her ſaddainely ftarte vppe, and called foz 
| - hishozle * —— 
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as he faide, Sir William Courtney, with a num 5 1 in — J 
his company were at hand ts appꝛehend him, n 1 her = 
- eould they of the houſe perſwadehun to the confrarye, - 
Moꝛeouer, ſo ſtrange and dꝛeadkull was his own mind 
vnto him that hee woulde not ſfaye, euer moꝛe er- 
ing, that Sir William was at hande te appzehende 
im, inſomuch as his gelding beeing bꝛoͤught him, in 
4 dead time of night riding thꝛough the Towne, hen 
mette the watch in the ſtreetes, at the ſight of whome 
he tryed alonde, they were come, they were come; but 
the watch being by his man moꝛe certainely inloꝛmed 
of this his ſo ſuddaine malladie, aſlured him that they 
were not Sir Willam, but the neighbo2s of the towne, 
adding withall, that he neede not donbt,fo2 Dir Willi: 
am was neither comming noꝛ meant to followe him: 
with whoſe admonitions beeinge ſomewhat faz the 
time qualified (not perſwaded) he rode ouer Kingfton 
Bridge, towardes London, but in the waye betwene. 
Kingſtone and Twicknam, after he had ſtraied vppon. 
the Heath a long while, at laſt hee came unto a Gen 
tlemans houſe, which ſtove ſomewhat out of the way, 
and there he knocked, deſiring that as they were Gen- 
flemen, they woulde reſpect a Gentleman, and helde 
him to ſome lodging, and vſed ſuch wo2ds fo perſwane . 
thereunto, as that thoſe of the houſe (the time of the. 
night conſidered) thought him to haue either hadde 
ſome other companye, entendinge to robbe the hole 
oꝛ elſe to beonerſene in dzinke, oꝛ ſome ſuche matter 
mlomuehe that loathe they were to trouble the houſe 
with ſuch a gueſt, and lo ſent him away as hotame d: 
recting him vnto the next towns, mee. 
Mhen as trauailing vppe and downe alt 
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Tometimes in the way, ſometime out of the wape, at 
the laſt he attained about two of the clocke after mid⸗ 
nighte, vnto a little Aillage, called Iwicknam, ſome 
two miles from Kingſtone (the Towne from whence 
hee late came) and there by chaunce, Oh cruell 
chaunce : hapned to light vpon the ligne al the Aachot, 
(feare and terrour of his conſcience ſufferinge him to 
©. paſle de further ; ) the Maiſters name of that Houſe, 
beeynge;called Danicll' Alley, where hee cauſed hys 
fofemanne to knocke and beate, and knocked hunſelſe 
alſo vntill ſuch time as he had awaked the godmanof 
-. the houſe, who being awakened, roſe vnto the Wins 
doe and demaunded who was there: pz John 
Tites aunſwered, Heere is a Gentleman and J wante 
a lodging, therefoze J pꝛap you open the doze and let 
mee in. The Yoaſte of the houſe replped, that hee was 
but a poꝛe man, and kept no Anne, but enely a viau⸗ 
Alling houſe, and that his lodging was verie lender 
to entertaine ſuch a Gentlemanne of ſoꝛte, as he take 
him to ber. But the Gentleman Sir lohn Fight anſwe⸗ 
red, that the wozſt bed that was would ſerue his turne 
at that time, and that he coulde be contente to lie anye 
where. The god⸗man ofthe houſe, in mere comiſera⸗ 
tion of his caſe pittying him, and in tender compallſts  - 
vn ofhis p2eſente eſtate regarding him, opened te 
doe, let him info rhe houſe, ſet vp his gelding, cauſed 
his wife to ariſe, and lay acleane paire of ſhetes vp⸗ 
pon their owne bed, and a cleane pillow, her ſelfe go- 
ing to bed in another rome, with her maide and chil⸗ 
Ho as ſone as fir John came into the houle, w ⸗ 
gay farther adoe, hee ſente his fotemanneat that 
ime ok the nighte (beeinge 5 with the 
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Way) vnto London, and tolde him that there he wold | 
ffay vntill his returne. His foteman being wearie,, 
wouid faine lodge there alſo, but hauing not lodgings 5 
A and no man being vp at any other Inne, he was'con- 
ſtrained fo depart, and ſo he toke on his way to Brain. 
ford, where he lay that night. 1 oh 5 


to bedde in) Sir Iohn ſgide vnto him, J pꝛape the 
mine hoaft ſit by me a while: J will, ſaid the godman, 
! FE and ſo fetching his cloake to w2appe about hun, returs. 
4 | ned and ſate downe by his bedde ſide. But the Gen. 
1 | flemans mindebeing troubled, he could by no meanes 
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am in minde t roubled, Jam diſquieted: Then would 
he turne him from one ſide to the other. Sometimes 
he would ſay that Sir William Courtneys men were 
tome to appꝛehend him: foꝛ the godmans wife of the 
honſe lying in the next rome, and another man named 
Robert Goddart, who was a day-labozer, and lodgkd 
in another rome adiopning alſo, heard both his talke 
and his vnqniet reit. | 1 9 


Thus troubled in minde, and opp2efſed, (as by the 
ſequele ſhall God willing, appeare) either with the re- 
moꝛcetull thoughtes of an accuſing conſcience, o2 with 
the deſpairing remembz2anee of hio fozepaſſed euill life, 
voz with the fearefull apperance of that dzeadfull day of 

iudgement, when all fleſh ſhall be called to an accounte 
|  foz theirdedes done, euery man fo receiue acco2dinge 
| .- tothat hee hath done, either god oz euill, o2 with the 
thꝛeatninges ol Dathan, who viſibly (it may bee) ap- 
: peared vnto him, menacinge him with eternall dam- 
nation foz his fourmer wickedneſſe, oz with what 
bpbther dꝛeadefull apparition, illuſion, appzehention, 
terrour oꝛ temptation, hee who knoweth all thinges 
(and none elſe certainely knowetg. 
Thus J ſay being diſquieted, the godman ofthe houſe 
remained with him, vntill betwene foure and fiue of 
the tlocke in the moꝛninge, at what time, ſeeing that 
- themo2ning was fayꝛe and he had bulineſſe to goe a- 
baute, he lefte the Gentleman alone, betwene flee. 
ping and waking as it wer) and ſoftly ſtealing away, 
becauſe he would not awaken himifhe coulde chooſe, 
called vnto good-manGoddart (who iay in the Cham⸗ 


ver cloſe by) to ariſe and ſo wente into his wife 
al | __Tiy, - 2d. 


be 8 = 5 5 5 LES EF x 8 Wy 
SPIN 18” . 
1 = * „„ 43 us 24 4 
* 9 3 
4 * *, 4 
i | ; 5 e 


ö py 3 2 5. " 
w- 85 Wow 
* "SEM | 


" 8 n * * 9 . - 2 N 6 
N a 2 1 „ K pc Ck. 3 N y N N K 1 As” + * — = 2 88 f 
we FR R ö . * N 5 : 
7 5 * 7 . N q 7 « - q 1 7 
\ * 9 x a . ; | | 15 
* 7 | . | 
* ö x | jo 
- I — 5 f | | . 
D : 14 
7 * —1 64 
- 1. ! 4 J 5 
| i 
! F-j F&EXER- 
4 2 
2 
o 4 
| 4 Py 
. 4 i ö | 
: 1 | 
. © i 2 * MY 
1 2 a : 
3 S 
* * 
ö L ! 7 * 1 
4 i 2 
| j » * £ 
4 * * 1 
1 ” 


and toulde her, Wife, J muſt leaue vou with this gen- | 8 


fleman,fo2 I mult go foꝛth my ſelfe to wozke, 
Nay, god huſbande doe not ſo , ſaide ſhee, will yon 


leàue me at home with him alone, and goe fozthe your - I 
ſalfe : J p2ay vou doe not, foꝛ I amafraide of him, me⸗ 


thinkes he talkes as ik hee were franticke. Thus did 


her fearekull minde pꝛeſage the future miſchante, which 5 
p2eſently after fell out. The god-man auniwered his 5 
wife, if J can get another to wozke foz me, J will ſtag 


at home. By this time, the labourer good-man God- 


dart was vppe and ready, being p2epared to goo mowe 
ſome Uetches, and therefo2e the god⸗man ofthe houſe 
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and he wente to fill a bottle of dzinke to take vnto the 


field, but as they were together filling the bottle, theg 
heard ſomething giue a iumpe. J thinke ſaide one © 


them vnto the other, the Gentleman be either leapt, 


oꝛ fallen out ofhis bed: which woꝛdes they had no ſw 
ner vttered, but foꝛth comes ſir Iohn in his ſhirte, with 
his naked rapier in his hande, his eies lwked as if thex 
hadde ſparkled fo2th fire, his countenance ſo terrible 
and galltly, as that it was of power to haue ſcarred a 
manne out of his Wittes, and his ſtrength ſo foꝛce⸗ 
able)as it ſcented to them, it was bootles fo2 one oʒ tb 


to wichſtande him, (fo needes mu? he goe whome ths 
Diuell dztues) the men fearefully gaue backe, and hes 
ſlippes out bf the barke dooze and ſo towardes the gate 
which ledde out ofthe ſtreate into the back⸗ide, and 
being gone fo2the ofthe ga! the men ſtepte into te 
backſide likewiſe, where being, laid the gadmanſoftly 


to theothor (the p2eſente ſighteof his naked: 


cauſing a pzeſumption of ſuch a matter) G reaunt "i 
her haue not murdered my Mike and Childzen, 1 
= i 


k 
| 
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fo made cnn 9 Spas fo chutte the 
gate after him, which he percetuing, ſuddenly retires 
(fo2 his fete were ſwift to ſhed bloud) and eſpying the 
man going to ſhutte the Gate, deſperately cried out: 
Ah villaine ? Art thou one of them that ſhould appze⸗ 
hend me? Art thou he that ſhould laye holde of mee? J 
will ſurely kill thee (wearing a bloudy dathe) ik there 
were no moꝛe Men liuing) and therwith ſuddenly and 
violently ran at the govman of the houſe with his Ra⸗ 
pier, but feare made the man nimble and ſwift, foz be- 
foe Sir Iohn could retyꝛe, the godmanne had cloſed 
the Gate, and his Raplter point hitting in a little hole 
of the gate (a fatal hole it was) thꝛuſt him quite thꝛogh 
the bodye, betwerne his ſhoulder and his b2eaſte, ſo 
thut the man fell downe pꝛeſently and died, onely with 
a wofull nopſe and hideous ſhꝛieck, crying out, J am 
kilde. The other man who was cloſe by him, but that 
he Gate was ſhutte, mighte well haue bene ſerued 
the ſame laute likewiſe: wherefoꝛe beeing ſtruc⸗ 
a into ſuch a terrible feare at the death of the god- 
man ofthe houſe, as that he ſcarcely knewe which way 
he went, euen as the fearfull bird, which hearinge the 
ſound ol ihe Haukes bels, creepeth into euerpe buthe, 
thereby thinkinge to eſcape death: 02 as [the fearefull 
| Yaire purſůed by the greedy hound, out ſtrippeth the 
| . in ſwiftneſſe. Euen ſo, J ſay he runnes vppe and 
nde to ſceke ſ ene place to hide himſelfe, from ſo fu⸗ 
rious an Enemp. Dir lohnFires, beeinge without the 
gate runs round about by the pale on the ſtrirt ſide ſtil 
| | raging and rauing in moſt terrible mwaner. 
The gad · wife of the houſe, alaſepooze ſoule, hea- 
due the pittedus duterie and grieu ous ira that 


her dyinghiſband made, ſuddenly all amazed, leaped 
out ot her bedde in her ſmocke, to ſe what the matter 
was; and not well knowinge en whiche ide of tht 
houſe the crie was, out thee ranne on the ſtreats aide 
where as fone as He was ſtepped dut, the mertes De 
Toha with hys naked Rapyer in his hande, all -on 
goꝛe with the bloude or her huſband, wherefozein hope 
of pitty, from his pittileſſe handes, ſhe fell downe bp- 2 
pon her bare knees in her finocke, and with handes er⸗ 
rected pꝛayed, ſwert ſir ſpare my lite, and Hewe merex?: 
but he, (as eager and thurſtie of bloud, as is the raue⸗ 
uing wolfe to denour the ſilly lambe, o2 the pzaping 
Mauke to ſeize vpon the harmelelle partridge) withonk 
all coinpaſſion, twice thꝛuſte at her naked body, twirs 
he milled her, but ſillxe-enfo2cing his ſtroke, thus 
againe the third time, and then wounded her grieuon⸗ 
ſlie iu the arme, vet not moztally,) ah happy foztune, 
fo2 hir thꝛee pœꝛe infants ſake, that ſhe was not ſent un 
his vnlucky hand after the father e they left vetituteory 
ix both- Whereupon perceiuing that it boted not to m- 
1 treat foz mercy any longer, the ſtarted vp, and kwiltixg 
1 fled back into the chamber. Aa man would iudge that he 
By | had bloud enough now, hauingkiled the huſbands and 
4 wounded the wife : but yet was the Deuil ſo rong in 
_— him, as that not contented therewith, he pꝛickes hum 
* en vnto further miſchiefe : he will not be ſatiſſed vn? 
lelle he ſhedde his owne blond alſo. WUherefoze moe 
Arangele (eſpieng a mudde Wal cloſe by) he takes bis 
- Tapier(as voldeofpitty as his maiſter was) and lage- 
ug the hilts thereto,and the paint therof vntohis own” 
elt, runs fozcibly thereupon,and therewith fell, det 
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he: Mo death it ſelte daunt thee? | 
ound die: That I thy owner, maꝝ not 
ol mycredite ſtained 
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Thus did he erpotkulate with himſelfe awhile, and 
after this maner did he deale with hunſelfe. 
Now a man would indge that the Demill fe. 
ſhould be glutted with bloude, but pet, Dir Ioha, (mi- 
ſerable and wꝛetched man as he was) takes againe 
the point ol his bloudy Napier, and ſetting it ſome two 
o2 thace inches from the ſame plate, (what pitty toulde 
bee expected to bee ſhewed vnto other, from one who 
would ſhew none to himſelfe) with all his might, ran 
againe thereupon, go2ing hunſelfe quite thoꝛough the 
bodp: And pet againe the ſeconde time pullinge it out 
(fo: Sathans mallice is boundleſſe) (Oh wozthy cou. 
rage, had it bin in a god cauſe) he runs into the 
after the Woman, but his ſtrength failing hin own 
he fals on the ſlwze of the houſe, where hee was anon 
(fozas yet fewe hadde the courage to e at- 
temptes were ſtirring,) found wallowing in his owne 
bloude, like aPigge that had beene lately ſticked. Oh 
heaupe ſpectacle 2 Dh Tragicall and ruefull ſighte ? 
Pifty it was, if God had bin ſo ne Tp it =o aut 
falne out otherwaies. 


Dw fell me, thou that readeſt: ? Didit thaw 6, 

uer read a thing moꝛe tragicall 2 Didft thou e- 

uer loke vpon a moze wofull ſpedable? Di a 5 

thou euer heare of a moze hozrible, ſtrange, and 
lamentable fact ? Imagine with thy ſelfe that thou ſas +. 

welt the very perfozmancetheref,would' it not afright 

thee 2 Again, ik thou enter ints a further conſideration. 

of Gods iuſtice, is it not a ſufficient warning, td mas 

a man giue himſelfe to p:ayer vnto the almighty God 


of heauen, to he delivered from the like tem 


P 


Boes 


Dereby may a man perceine what the hi ofa mans 
conſcience (of a guilty conſcience and the guilt ol mur- 
der dep2eſſed with deſperation) is. Yercby may all 
voung Gentlemen and galants, tale heed and be war⸗ 
ned,that they giue not themſelus ouer vnto their luſts, 
to follow after and lay holde on the tcalt meanes that 
map be to do euill, and ſhun ſuch means, as might lead 
them vnto godnelle. Herby map wilde heads perceiue 
well what it is to follow luſt, d2unkennefſe,andexcef- 
ſiue ryot, the very true badges of a diſlolute and vnru⸗ 
lie life: and laſtiy (tf God call not to repenfance)a wic- 
ned and vngodly end, Vereby may all Ruffians and 
bearing ſwaggerers, if any ſparke of Grace remain 
in them, be warned to leaue off their wicked lines and 
to turne vnto the molt inſt God, leaſt he in his Jaſkice 
ſuffer them to be ſo tempted likewiſe. Hereby may the 
Stabbers and killers ot this age, bee warned to ſtate 
their hands, and not to ſhed the bloud of Gods ſaints, 
fo2 it is pꝛetious in his ſight, otherwiſe he in his a 
ſtice will giue them ouer tobe tempted of Sathan, to 
be the Butchers of their own ſelues, as this man vas. 
But let me now pꝛocæd to make an end of this wofull. 
and heany Parration. | 
Neighboz2s being by this time gathered together! as 
bout the houſe,came in and found the man of the houſe 
quite dead, hauing peelded (no doubte) his ſoule into 
the handes of his Redeemer, But Six John Fires nor 2 
togither dead, but fainting foz want of 
mitbling and wallowing in his owne goze '%; 
conc heart, and mi hty courage) bur yet wi 
zould ſerme, to die it he could, vntill that 


it ing, as 

company 

. found 
him 


him in that wofull caſe, fooke him vp 2 and tarrpes 
him into the chamber, and pꝛeſentip Dy :geons were 
ſent foꝛ to ſeek meanes to tuce him: but he (as vnwil- 
ling nowe to heare of lite, as hee was befoze eager E 
death) woulde by no meanes endure to heare of anye 
Surgeon. But notwithſtanding. diuers were ſente 
fo2, as namely maiſter Quinſe of Bꝛainfoꝛde with o⸗ 
thers : whoe being come tented the wounds pert ze, 


but he ſtil pulled them out againe, alwaies crying on — 


that he would die, and not liue. Thus hauing done di⸗ 
uers times, at laſt he was let bloud and diuers means 
vſed fo2 his cecouery,but all pꝛeuatled not, fo2 after be 
had liued ſome 48. houres after his hurts he gut rs 
the ghoſt. F 

Upon the Thurſday after,the co2oner ſate vpon the 1 
man of the houſe who was alredy dead, and by verdig NL .M 


there giuen fir lohn Fircs, alias Fitz, lis found „ 


therupon. Mi which notwithſtanding, becauſe he! * bas 
a gentleman boꝛne, and of god kindzed, ſo mut wen 

ſhippe was allowed him, as that he was buried In ek 

1 ——— Twicknam. Ne 

honozable Earle of Nozthumberland 

hereof, ſent a certaine Senn 11 ln 285 quain- 
tante tocommend him vnto hun. and * to ene : 
in mind what he had done : how grenoufly hee had al. 
fended his maker, in committing ſo deteſtable mur⸗ 
thers, as alſo inlaving vrolent handes vpon h ule pas Ro 
and withall p ng him to repent, and he conten» 
ted tayſeallheheft meanes that might be fo2 his h * 7 
recovery, and not to continue and perl in this w 1 50 3 
ebenen not ling 
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buf: die onely being deſired to aſke merep at 0 D D = 
hand fo2 his offences : which humbly he did, hee ſayde 
that he wus (o2rte fo2 the death of the pane man whom 
ſo deſperately he had murdered, and whoſe wile he had 
ſo grieuouſly wounded likewiſe, leauing thꝛee wꝛet⸗ 
ched infants vpon the mothers hands. And being aſs - 
ked whether he would willingly gine any thing vnts 
the woman in recompence ofthe loſleof her hu 
band, he was contented to beſtowe vpon her an hun⸗ 
dꝛed pounds 
would oftentimes after he was wounded, crye 

out vpon Dir William Courtneys men (whoſe daugh⸗ 
ter he married that they were come to apzehende him, 
And that they woulde blow him vp with gunpouder 2 
All which, queſtionleſie pzoceded from the guiltmeſſe 
dk his owne conſcience foz the wꝛonges he had done: 
and beeing once demaunded wheretoze he killed the 
poꝛe man, It was not J ſaide he, that did it, but one 
| of my followers, which thing is note-wozthy ) Yee 
left behind him a daughter, whoſe wardthip was pꝛe⸗ 
ſentl obtained by an hondurable Carle. : 

Thus gaſtly death hauing ſeized vpon his toꝛporall 
body, we will commit his ſoul(/92 albeit his fins were 
great vet are themercies of God infinitely greater) in⸗ 
5 gp hands ot the almighty, fo2 chartty iudgeth the 
x beſt, anvhopeth the beſt) in whole kingdame there is 
E | nothing b but peace. 185 | 
gs | Inths view of theſe his murthers, there title needeth 
| any pacaph2aiſe,ſince euery man that thozoghly conſi- 
deereth at the facs themſelus, tannot but in themſelues 

em ta be maſt hainots beſoze God, and odious 


erfeze is the re gt of deſperate: 
his therfo; 8 Prot us! — 
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- courſes in his life time, who as he canndf 
all vnto other his vertuons and wel-de cends, 
ſo no queſtion he is no mo2e a artefe vato other, he K 
a feareful example vnto all his wicked e Wy 


Obſeruations gathered ofthe former | 
diſcourſ e. | 
Any and diners things ars in this p p2eeedent bin "2 
mentable diſcourſe wozthy molt deepe confit 8 
ration, and map ſerue, (as true ſtozies) to put | 8 
vs in minde ok dur duties towardes God, (foz 
we ſhould not read onely to know but leayne to know, | ; 
that thereby we follow the god, and ſhun the euill the 
Pzince, our countrey and our ſelues. As namely he 1 
eager deſire that ſathan hath to increaſe his kingdom ns ; oy 
The watchfull warinefſe that wee ought to haue ” 
that we come not within his clawes. The wꝛetched e⸗ 
fate of a deſperate mind The hozcoz and ng Ei g 
of a guilty Conſcience, which purſueth a mans elne J 
ſelfe, when no manne elſe doeth. The deſperations 0 0 | 
vnb2ideled folly. The griefe of friends loꝛ ſo harde an 
happe. The aſtonniſhmente of Aſſociates in commit 4 
ting ok miſchiele. The mallice of Dathan,in temptir 
vnto euill. 
The wo full eſtate of two diſtreſſed Widdowes, the 
one in hauing a hulbande, that was ng moze comfozte © 
vnto her whils he liued, yeilded fo great cauſe of ſoz- 
row being dead: the other, that ſo ſuddenly and vner⸗ 
ectedly, had her deareſt huſband (the one my 2 ** 
by ſuch fatall meanes taken from er. The p kti- 
fuleſfate of tha infants left vpon the nothers hands, 
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